
Information presented by The Office of International Services | Poplars 221 | 400 E. Seventh St. | Bloomington, IN 47405 
For further information or suggestions, please contact us at (812) 855-9086 or intlgrad@iu.edu 

 

English Proficiency 
 
OIS does not set up the standard for English Proficiency for graduate students; these 
determinations are made by individual departments.  
 
Common test centers used for English Proficiency tests are (but are not limited to): 

• TOEFL 
• IELTS 
• Duolingo 

 
You can find a list of countries that OIS exempts for an English Proficiency test during our 
undergraduate reviews here. 
 
While OIS does not set the English Proficiency standards for graduate students, there may be 
times when we have to verify that students pass the department’s standards (students coming 
in on a J-1 visa). If the department does not have published standards on their website or if 
the student does not have acceptable, official scores in SIS, we may reach out to the 
department to fill out a template to explain how the student has passed English Proficiency. 
The template looks like this: 
 

This is to confirm that STUDENT NAME has demonstrated English proficiency sufficient 
to participate in the academic program and to function on a day-to-day basis in the 
United States. The student demonstrated this proficiency by INSERT (recently 
completing a US educational program, via an admissions interview, through certification 
testing, or some other way – please explain).  
 

 
 

https://www.ets.org/toefl
https://www.ielts.org/en-us
https://englishtest.duolingo.com/applicants?utm_source=google&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=EnglishTier1Campaign&utm_content=&utm_term=brand-exact&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0rr4BRCtARIsAB0_48ObiwhbFMc5odZHIdRkdHi3h12xFtfK_KhYOn4CyLc-SUh-9KrBLyQaApNpEALw_wcB
https://ois.iu.edu/admissions/prepare-first-year/orientation/english-exam.html

